From Standard regulations for the PhD degree

Section 5
Admission

Admission requirements

In order to be admitted to a doctoral program, the applicant must usually have completed a five-year Master’s program or its equivalent which the admitting institution has approved as a sufficient basis for admission to the doctoral program in question.

To be admitted to the doctoral program at NSSS, the applicant must normally have received a masters degree in sport science/cand.scient in sport science or equivalent education at this level and be able to document physical education/sport relevant competence, or in some way be able to document sport scientific knowledge and insight. The requirement of having a background in sport science may be waived only if it is not required knowledge for doing the studies. 

Applicants to the doctoral studies shall as the primary rule have received a grade point average of minimum B/2.5 or better on their master degree/cand.scient degree.

Applicants who can document extensive sport scientific knowledge may in exceptional situations and on the basis of an overall evaluation, and with particular weight on research and development work, be exempted from the grade point average requirement of B/2.5.

Application

The application for admission to a doctoral program shall contain:

1. A proposal for the dissertation project

2. A detailed plan for the completion of the project, including interim deadlines, etc.

3. An account of project funding

4. A description of the necessary infrastructure

5. An account of the need for academic advising and the name(s) of proposed advisor(s)

6. Any relevant plans for extended stays at other, including foreign, research institutions or organizations

7. A plan for publication/dissemination of results

8. Documentation of educational background qualifying for admission

9. Information concerning any intellectual property restrictions related to the rights of other parties

Each institution sets its own application form.

The detailed plan for completion of the project and the project proposal shall be prepared in collaboration with the principal academic advisor. The proposal shall give an account of the area of research, the research question, and the selection of relevant theory and method. The application may contain a draft proposal, but students are then required to submit a complete proposal within six months of admission.

Applying for admission to the doctoral degree program at NSSS can be done in two different ways: A two- step evaluation of the application for admission or a one-step evaluation of the application for admission.

Two-step evaluation of the application for admission

In the application the candidate hands in a proposal for the dissertation project. The proposal for the dissertation project shall present the area of research, the research questions and the selection of relevant theory and method. The above listing points 2-9 shall be enclosed in the application. Based on the application ”KFU” appoints a principal academic advisor for the applicant. The applicant in collaboration  with the advisor shall work out a complete dissertation project description within 6 months after the principal academic advisor is appointed. The complete dissertation project description shall not exceed 10 pages, excluding literature list (12 points , 11/2 space). ”KFU” makes the final decision about admission based on the complete dissertation project description and the above listing points 2-9.

One-step evaluation of the application for admission
In the application the candidate hands in a complete dissertation project description. The dissertation project may be worked out in collaboration with the principal academic advisor and shall present the area of research, the research questions and the selection of relevant theory and method. The complete dissertation project description shall not exceed 10 pages, excluding literature list (12 point , 11/2 spaced).

For academic advisors outside NSSS a CV shall be enclosed.

Applications for positions as research scholars shall not be hired in a research scholar position before ”KFU” has made its decision about admission to the doctoral program. Exemption from this rule is scholarship positions when hired into a predefined project; the main advisor is appointed and the project description is done by the relevant research environment. In such cases the hiring may take place under the conditions that an application to the PhD program be presented to “KFU” for treatment in accordance with the above rules at the latest within two months from the time of hiring. 
The application shall be submitted in 5 copies.

Decisions concerning admission

Decisions concerning admission are made on the basis of a holistic evaluation of the application. Admitting institutions may stipulate criteria for use in ranking qualified applicants when the number of applicants exceeds the admissions capacity of the institution.

Admission to the doctoral program may be made contingent upon funding, institutional admissions capacity, provision of a detailed plan for completion, completion of additional educational programs or courses, and agreements concerning rights to intellectual property.

The following shall be included in the official notification of admission to the program:  the name of the academic advisor, delegation of responsibility for any other specific needs stipulated in the application, and the specific dates of the program contract period. Any extension of the contract period must be related to the rights of employees pursuant to Norwegian law, or be the subject of a separate agreement.

Admission may be denied in the event that:

             
rights to intellectual property prevent the publication of results and an open defense of the dissertation

                the relevant and current agreements pertaining to intellectual property are so unreasonable that the institution should not participate in the research project

”KFU” is responsible for decisions concerning admission to the doctoral program. “KFU”  has the final decision in regard to requiring supplementary assessment prior to admission, or for requesting additional requirements to the organized training program as recommended to “KFU” by the section where the candidate will be affiliated.     

In situations where ”KFU” does not hold  the professional expertise in a subject area, ”KFU” can procure an expert opinion from one or several persons or appoint an expert committee.

When evaluating permanent scientific staff at NSSS for admission to the doctoral program a professional expert committee shall be appointed. The committee should be represented by 3 external members from outside NSSS.
